88     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

Mohammed All's own words to Dr. Bowring are the best
comment on the value of the man's work:

"Your country, England, has reached its present emin-
ence by the labours of many generations; and no country
can be made suddenly great and flourishing. Now I have
done something for Egypt. I have begun to improve her;
and she may be compared in some respects not only with
Eastern, but with European countries. I have much to
learn, and so have my people; and I am now sending Edhem
Bey with fifteen young men to learn what your country can
teach. They must see with their own eyes. They must learn
to work with their own hands, they must examine your
manufactures, they must try to discover how and why you
are superior to us; and when they have been among your
people a sufficient time, they must come home and instruct
my people."1

1 Bowling's Report,  Parliamentary Papers, vol. xxi, 1840.